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Preface 

 
This abstract book includes all the summaries of the papers 

presented at the 3rd Annual International Conference on Architecture, 10-13 
June 2013, organized by the Sciences and Engineering Research Division 
of the Athens Institute for Education and Research. In total there were 
140 papers and 173  presenters, coming from 39 different countries 
(Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Belgium, Bosnia & Herzegovina, 
Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Malaysia, Mexico, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, 
Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, South Africa, South Korea, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Taiwan, Thailand, The Netherlands, Turkey, UAE, UK, 
USA). The conference was organized into 32 sessions that included 
areas of Architectural History, Building Typology, Environmental 
Behaviour, Place Making, Theory Paradigms and other related fields. 
As it is the publication policy of the Institute, the papers presented in 
this conference will be considered for publication in one of the books of 
ATINER.  

The Institute was established in 1995 as an independent academic 
organization with the mission to become a forum where academics and 
researchers from all over the world could meet in Athens and exchange 
ideas on their research and consider the future developments of their 
fields of study. Our mission is to make ATHENS a place where 
academics and researchers from all over the world meet to discuss the 
developments of their discipline and present their work. To serve this 
purpose, conferences are organized along the lines of well established 
and well defined scientific disciplines.  In addition, interdisciplinary 
conferences are also organized because they serve the mission 
statement of the Institute. Since 1995, ATINER has organized more than 
150 international conferences and has published over 100 books. 
Academically, the Institute is organized into four research divisions and 
nineteen research units. Each research unit organizes at least one 
annual conference and undertakes various small and large research 
projects. 

I would like to thank all the participants, the members of the 
organizing and academic committee and most importantly the 
administration staff of ATINER for putting this conference together. 

 

Gregory T. Papanikos 
President 
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Yasser Mahgoub 
Associate Professor, Qatar University, Qatar 

 
The Impact of Building Legislation on the 

Transformation of Architecture in the Gulf Region 
 
The built environment found in the Gulf countries has passed through 
rapid changes and transformation during the second half of the 20th 
century with an astonishing speed. These changes were the result of 
economic wealth generated after the discovery of oil in the region that 
initiated major urban development schemes to improve the quality of life 
and urban environment in these countries. Urban master plans were 
developed to transform the traditional settlements to modern cities and 
communities. The master plans introduced urban and building legislations 
that transformed the traditional settlements into modern urban 
environments. For example; they introduced building codes that promoted 
the “villa” as a prototype to replace the traditional courtyard house, the self 
contained neighborhood to replace the extended connected and expanding 
traditional settlement, wide asphalt roads for automobile to replace narrow 
pedestrian alleys or fareej, the roundabout to replace the traditional saha, and 
they ignored social and climatic considerations that generated and formed 
the social spaces of the traditional settlements. This transformation had 
impact not only on the configuration and quality and of social space but 
also on the opportunities for social interaction between people. This paper 
argues that urban and building legislations have major impact on the 
quality of social spaces due to the fact that they must be adhered to by 
planners, architects and designers. They constitute a major element in the 
shaping the social spaces in the urban environment; buildings, streets, 
neighborhoods and cities. This paper investigates the impact of urban and 
building legislations on the configuration and quality of social spaces in 
Gulf countries as an example to their impact in other parts of the world. The 
paper traces the transformation of Gulf cities from traditional settlements to 
modern urban environments during the second half of the 20th century and 
the impact of urban and building legislations on this transformation. It 
compares between the experience of Kuwait and Doha as exemplary cities 
from the region. The paper argues that social interaction taking place in a 
social space is conditioned by physical spaces designed by planners and 
architects according to specific urban and building legislations. These 
legislations are critical elements in the production of social space and social 
interaction opportunities. The paper proposes that research in the field 
should address the impact of urban and buildings legislations as an 
important vehicle for the production and change of social space. Research 
should address specific elements of the legislations that impact, positively or 



3rd Annual International Conference on Architecture, 10-13 June 2013, Athens, Greece: Abstract Book 

 

 

 108   

 

negatively, the formation of the social space. They constitute a key element 
in our search for a meaningful change. 
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