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       In China, Manchu language used to be a minority language 
with a wide range of users and far-reaching influence, but now it is in 
danger. Manchu language education in universities is significant for 
the protection of Manchu language. In this study, we  provide a 
comprehensive analysis of the Manchu language at the university 
level. A series of interviews, surveys, literature collation and data 
collection ensure the objectivity and accuracy of this study. The 
results show that the current Manchu language education in Chinese 
universities tends to serve academic research purposes instead of 
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ABSTRACT

protecting Manchu language from being endangered.

 LITERATURE REVIEW

BACKGROUND OF INTERVIEWEES

This study arises two questions:
1.How do Manchu language programs and courses carry out in universities

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

regarding:
a. Access;
b. Personnel;
c. Curriculum;
d. Teaching methods and materials;
e. Resourcing;
f. Evaluation and professional accreditation;
g. Further study and career pathways.

2. Do these programs and courses contribute to Manchu language 
protection?

PRELIMINARY FINDINGS
1.Access:
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Admission requirements:
For undergraduate students from Manchu language related programs, the admission 
requirement is to meet the minimum admission score of their chosen majors. It depends on 
the anticipated number of enrollments and the provincial ranking of students’ National 
University  Entrance Examination results. For postgraduate students, two pathways are 
available for candidatures: the Postgraduate Recommendation and the National 
Postgraduate Entrance Examination.    

Student's backgrounds:
The majority of enrolled students are Han. Some students have Manchu, Chinese 
Mongolian and other northern ethnicities backgrounds due to all selected universities are 
located in northern China. Although the percentage of Manchu students among minority 
students is relatively high, few of these students have Manchu language backgrounds. 

in minority languages. Many enrolled students are passively selected, and the majority of 
them have no prior knowledge of the Manchu language, which may dampen their 
motivation.

2.Personnel: Academic qualifications:

teacher from the department of history hold a doctoral degree in history (rather than in 
linguistics). The other two have a background in linguistics or even a doctorate in 
linguistics.

Cultural backgrounds: 
The majority of Manchu language scholars and teachers are mainly from four ethnic 
groups: Han Sibe, Manchu, and Chinese Mongolia. Usually, the native speakers of Sibe 
language have the highest proficiency in spoken Manchu language. And the Mongolian 
language skills of the  Chinese Mongolian scholars assisted them in mastering Manchu 
language.

3.Curriculum:
Curriculum 

The Department of History at Minzu university of China offers an introductory Manchu 
Language course to undergraduates. Several Manchu language reading clubs also offer the 
chance to learn Manchu language, such as Manchu documentation reading club for 

interested students and community members.

Curriculum aims:
The primary difference between Manchu language courses for history 
majors and Manchu language majors is the curriculum aims. The aim of 
Manchu language courses for history majors is reading ancient 
documentations, therefore language learning process is incomplete in 
these classes. Reading skills are emphasized over listening and speaking 
skills; consequently, students may not acquire communication skills after 
training. 

In universities, Manchu language courses are taught face-to-face, whereas 

Delivery modes: 

4.Teaching methods and materials:

private Manchu language clubs adopt both online and onsite instruction. 
Courses in private M    anchu language clubs are usually recorded and 
distributed by streaming media so that more people can have access to 
them. 

Teaching methods:

Manchu courses at University level usually adopt traditional language 
teaching method. However, private Manchu language clubs may attempt 
diverse teaching methods.

Teaching materials: 
There is no unified Manchu language textbook, so self-complied textbooks 
and teaching materials are commonly used in Manchu Language courses. 
For Manchu language courses with a focus on reading , Qing dynasty 
antiquari ans and documents are typically chosen as teaching materials. 
For Manchu language skills courses, the teaching materials (e.g. sample 
sentences and vocabulary) are usually selected from Chinese mainstream 
media such as Renmin Newspaper.

With the development of technology and the concept of ‘education for t 
he masses’, more and more free Manchu language courses and material s 
are available nowadays. Private Manchu language clubs promote langu- 
age knowledge, while paying close attention to the selection of teaching 
materials so that they align with the Communist Party of China's 'Ethnic 
Unity' ideology. 

Minzu university of China and Tsinghua University are funded by 

The Manchu language related major in China is neither practical nor popular among majors 
5.Resourcing:

government annually. Usually private Manchu clubs do not receive 
financial supports, and most of their workshops or short-term  Manchu 
summer/ winter camps are free of charge.

class performance and final exam (usually paper exam). At university 
level 

 

Two thirds of the teacher participants have a doctoral degree. The Manchu language 6.Evaluation and professional accreditation:

, Manchu language courses for history majors are optional and 
they may not be counted into students’ grade point average (GPA). 
Conversely, assessment methods for private Manchu language courses 
are mostly flexible and rigorous. However, the oral assessment is 

Student assessment:

inadequate for both.

There may be no explicit faculty evaluation system as far as we know.

Assessment of Manchu language courses in Chinese Universities seems 
monotonous and inflexible.  Paper exams may not accurately measure 
students’ language skills. In addition, Manchu language lacks standard 
and 

Teacher evaluation:

 systematic language proficiency test like IELTS or JLPT.

(Statement: data comes from B’s undergraduate class of 2021 at Minzu 
7.Further study and career pathways:

University of China through personal interview) 
Four fifths of students were recruited into the internal postgraduate 

 through recommendations or National Graduate Entrance 

B’s class is 45%, which is higher than other majors (B, personal 
communication, 2022)
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. Some of his classmates (approximately seven) 
applied for external  postgraduate programs or studied  abroad. For B, 

 employed. Civil servant is the most popular occupation.

 

 RESEARCH PROCESS

supports could be provided to these clubs to keep 

CONCLUSION AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

them 
The total score of a language course in universities consists of two parts:  

The ongoing Manchu language courses offered by Minzu 
University of China emphasize documentation reading skills, 
which could increase the number of Manchu language users, 
but lack of promoting Manchu language acquisition. Although 
most teachers from private Manchu language clubs do not have 
teaching positions in universities, their rich experience of front-
line teaching and linguistic performance could ensure the 
quality of Manchu language courses. Moreover, student clubs 
also play a significant role in protecting Manchu language, e.g. 
SACTHU(Students Association of Classic of Tsinghua University). 
They could  rely on the prestigious universities to promote 
Manchu language without worrying about funding support. It is 
suggested that private Manchu language clubs and university 
students clubs could take the responsibility of protecting 
Manchu language from death, and both financial and  physical 

 
running . Additionally, teaching experiences and professional 
knowledge  of linguistics could be addressed to the Manchu 
language practitioners . A successful example of Australian 
Indigenous langu age protection may foresee the future of 
Manchu language protection: universities and NGOs (e.g. 
private Manchu language clubs) could work closely to promote 
Manchu  language acquisition, and save this endangered 
language to preserve the cultural diversity in China.
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Previous studies may simply describe the timeline of the 
development of Manchu language education in Chinese universities 
after the establishment of People's Republic of China (PRC).
Even through some studies tried to focus on the Manchu language 
curriculum setting, few could systematically analyze 
the whole language education process. Language education not only 
includes curriculum development, but also relates to language 
education policies.




