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ABSTRACT
The Singapore Stone was a part of  a sandstone discovered at the mouth of  the Singapore River with inscriptions on
displayed at the National Museum of  Singapore, with the whereabouts of  the remaining parts unknown. With attempts at
deciphering the stone, it still remains a mystery. This study aims to decipher the stone as well as looking into its missing
fragments. Possible options are suggested for both the writing system and the language: Kawi for the writing system, and
Old Javanese, Malay Pāli and Sanskrit for the language, and suggested several possible sites of  the missing fragments.
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Another Option: Pāli
Background
From the 10th to the 13th century, Singapore was a maritime kingdom
where Buddhism and Hinduism coexisted. Most inscriptions contained
both Hindu legitimizing discourse for kingship and Buddhist notions of
merit-making.
Sanskirt and Pāli belong to Indo-European language, somewhat similar
to each other in etymological senses. 
Some scholars speculate that the inscriptions are a combination of
Sanskirt, old Javanese and the old Malay. Regarding Pali, it can be
referred to Sanskirt.

Research Method
Transcribe the reproduction and translate it with correspondent Latin
letters
Comparing Latin with Sanskirt identifying similarities
Collecting possible Sanskirt words and trace back to Pāli 

Outcomes
Religious ideas in Pali
classics are expressed

in Sanskrit in the
inscriptions

MISsing fragments
Assumption
The missing fragments of  the Singapore Stone may still exist in public
or private collections, archaeological archives, or undiscovered locations
in Singapore, India, or the UK. 

Research Method
Archival Research

British colonial records in Singapore and UK
Academic and archaeological records

Auction House Research
Conducted a comprehensive search of  auction records from major
international auction houses, including

      - Sotheby's (established connection with Singapore market in 1990, office
opened in 1985)      
       - Artprice (trading platforms, market dynamics, and price data reviewed)   
       - BEST'S INTERNATIONAL AUCTIONS INC.   
       - 33 Auction     - Habsburg International Auction Co., Ltd. (founded in
London in 1826)

The active periods of  these auction houses align with the era of  the
fragments' disappearance, but no traces were found in their records.

Community Engagement:
Media campaigns and social outreach (Find Singapore Stone Fragments)
Workshops, exhibits, and interviews with local communities in Singapore and
Calcutta

Findings (Possible Locations)
 UK: British museums, military collections
 India: Indian Museum (uncataloged)
 Singapore: Local archaeologists, private collectors

Conclusion

By conducting mostly comparative method, the study found that the writimg system on the Singapore Stone might be Kawi, and the language being Old
Javanese, Malay, Sanskrit or Pāli. Vocabularies about food, war and religion are found from the four languages. Further research can be conducted to decipher
the stone and explore its use. The study also suggests that the missing fragments of  the stone might be in museums in India, Singapore and the UK, or
collected by private ore military collectors.
Through the study, it is found that it is either positive or negative between “historical” and “comparative”. While the historical comparative linguistics is a science
which tries to explore the common rules of  the change of  language, the core of  historical comparative linguistics lies in the language system itself, with
literatures or inscriptions merely serving as a record of  the language, which shows that although the ultimate goal is to make a judgment/idea about a language,
the interests can be different, and historical comparative linguistics can balance the different dimensions in research.
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