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Abstract: Based on empirical studies in China and abroad, this
paper explores an alternative way of implementing lifecycle
participatory rural revitalization in urban-rural fringes, and sheds
an insight into using landscape-led planning and design strategies
to guide rural planning and design by synthesizing 'nature,
countryside, cities' at the early stage of a rural revitalization project.
Based on a case study of three villages located in Xushuguan
Town, Suzhou, it indicates how such design principle and
strategies could inform rural revitalization and the practical ways
of preserving local 'landscape' alive. It is found from this research
that landscape-led planning and design would effectively reflect the
characteristics of the local townscape and efficiently facilitate the
resilient development of rural areas by engaging local villagers to
participating in the revitalization process.

Keywords: landscape architecture; rural revitalization; lifecycle;

participatory design
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