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3 L FT 5 A O R85 AR A A 58 428 15 M TS 1R R AR I
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FA 77 55 ) R0 BRI T AR A M A 85 D0RE G o %t BRI T A A W2 A, 38 54t
SR BN 25 AR % i 35 7F — S ( England & Folbre, 1999), 10
LSS TEAE Ty M R AR IR R Al BT 38 ) BB TR =2 v 3 2 B 31
il P A A S SR S AT R ) JG R Z — (Ferber & Nelson, 1993), A&
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2019:9) , A 2=F NG RSS2 0 1 BERFIE 3k BT AE S A\ ] o i s 09 1%
TR B A R IR, AT R, BN T @ K R BT K
FENNG ST T T RACRE AT, X T B i B AT 1 5 KB T S
R BT 37 A8 4 G AR I SO A A B AL 2 5C R AT REME
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MR 2ot 3 3 BUSK - L2530 (V. Smith) 9 %, B 22 koA H
FRIAN T2 PR A R AR 1) 5 28 52 2 ) R AR, TR R EE AU R R 3 Bz
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SCPER AT LR S 7= A Geia MR AR Y45 A7 3,7 (Smith, 1998) A .

T R AR KNS B E U 6 KR A F Ik R A, T it B
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B G g es % %" (Smith, 1998)
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KA FZERN Z B BB FAR B B e R, AL SR, 28 SO TT A
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VRN N BE A RE A S W AN 7 A A, TCIR A2 MR FR 2, FR AR LA
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ZAF R EWEERIRAGRE 1 5 B e AR SC SR SR

Xt BT A AEAS , FATTARAE SR I FRATT AT 58 B O AR A B 35 ] 7
A OL T X H AR AT LSS, I 20 18 HoAT B2 IR 55 I T Y, S8 0l — K 2
1/ AR BEDTIR o X BT A4 AR EAT LA, FeAr T2 i1 B e AT 1A
195 ZEBEN Y LBl LA A 17 8 EL A T A v i ] O3 ) b D7 0 1) i
SERE IR FEAE AN AT ] AR A B0 T BEAT St B3Il i g ]
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Identity Construction and Meaning-Making of Female Domestic
Workers in Contemporary China: The Roles of Rural/Urban
Divide, Class and Gender in Everyday Life

Chen Zhen, Kuang Xianwen, Liu Xi

Abstract: This paper aims to explore the roles of rural/urban divide, class and
gender in the shaping of Chinese female domestic workers’ identity construction
and meaning-making. With data collected from participant observation and semi-
structure interviews, it critically analyzes the self-perceptions of female domestic
workers’ labour experiences as well as their narratives on the everyday life
permeating between classes, urban/rural spaces and genders. In particular, it
centers on the meaning-making of their work and the construction of their identity
through the lens of intersectionality, which has not been fully applied in current
research on this topic. It finds that structural and intersectional social distinctions
and inequalities contribute substantially to the “neoliberalization” of female
domestic workers’ identities. However, this social group also shows their agency
in dismantling and even resisting to such inequalities, such as the valorization of
their labour beyond the logic of the market and commodity, and the negotiation
against gender inequalities within the household.

Keywords: identity construction; female domestic workers; rural/urban

divide; class; gender
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