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Subaltern Females and Sexual Discourses
in Three Contemporary Chinese Female-Authored Fictions

LIU Xi
( Department of China Studies Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool University Suzhou Jiangsu 215123  China)

Abstract: This paper attempts to explore the very few female-authored contemporary fictions which represents
( un) fulfilment of sexual desires gender struggles and subaltern subjectivities of lower class Chinese women in the
context of China’s urbanization. It explores the sorts of feminist concerns gendered “ideology on subalternity” and
notions of contemporary China as a whole. It tries to find out different cultural politics underlying the thematization
of subaltern female bodies in different fictions by examining how female authors position themselves vis-a-vis their
writing objects in different ways. It argues that these writings consist of a new sort of “novels of social problems”
and complicate in many ways both contemporary male-centered “subaltern writings” and middle-class focused femi—
nist writings.

Key words: subaltern females; body; literary feminism
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