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4 tests

Reading comprehension test

Brief presentation of SIELE Global

Listening comprehension test

Written expression 
and interaction test

Spoken expression 
and interaction test

Characteristics Advantages

Multilevel exam Specific level of CEFR

Different varieties of Spanish

Always a certificate

three weeks:



How to start the SIELE training?

Know your Spanish level in each test.

Take the SIELE demo.
Reading and Listening comprehension tests

Written and Spoken expression and interaction tests Spanish teacher.



How to start the SIELE training?

Score and level in each test.

Reading and Listening Tests

C1

B2

B1

A2

A1

Lower than A1

33-38

27-32

18-26

10-17

5-9

0-4



How to start the SIELE training?

Score and level in each test.

Writing Test

Tarea 1 Tarea 2

C1

B2

B1

A2

A1

Cohesión Corrección Alcance CT Cohesión Corrección Alcance CT

3 3 3 4

3 3 3 4

3 3 3 3

2 2 2 2

1 1 1 1

5 5 4 4

4 4 3 3

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0



How to start the SIELE training?

Score and level in each test.

Speaking Test

C1

B2

B1

A2

A1

Tarea 1 Tarea 2 Tarea 3 Tarea 4 Tarea 5

UL CT UL CT UL CT UL CT UL CT

3 4

4 5

3 5

2 4

2 3

5 5

4 4

2 4

2 3

1 2

5 5

4 4

2 3

2 2

1 0

4 4

3 3

2 2

1 0

0 0

4 5

3 1

2 2

0 0

0 0



How to start the SIELE training?

According to your level in each test:

• Be realistic to set your goal (level to certify).

• Consider the time you need to prepare the SIELE exam and 
the daily / weekly availability you have.

• Set the date and pay the exam you want to take.



How to start the SIELE training?

Situation 1

You have the 
level you want 

in the four tests.

Situation 2

You don't have 
the level you 

want in any of 
the four tests.

Choose an upcoming exam date.

Review and practice strategies.

You can take the exam at a close date and certify 
the level you have.

You can take a general Spanish course of the level you want 
and then take the SIELE exam.

Pay more attention to the tasks that help you to certify 
the level you want.



Situation 3

In three tests you 
have a lower 

level than the one 
want.

How to start the SIELE training?
You can take the exam at a close date and certify the level you have.

You can take a general Spanish course of the level you want 
and then take the SIELE exam.



Situation 4

In two tests you 
have a lower 
level than the 
one you want.

How to start the SIELE training?
You can take the exam at a close date and certify the level you have.

Lower level in 
writing and / or 

speaking

Lower level in 
reading and / or 

listening

You will need the feedback of a 
Spanish teacher, expert in SIELE 

or DELE.

Practice on your own and pay 
special attention to the tasks of 
the level you want to certify and 
where you start to make more 

mistakes.



Situation 5

In one of the 
tests you have a 
lower level than 

the one you 
want.

How to start the SIELE training?
You can take the exam at a close date and certify the level you have.

Lower level in 
writing and / or 

speaking

Lower level in 
reading and / or 

listening

You will need the feedback of a 
Spanish teacher, expert in SIELE 

or DELE.

Practice on your own and pay 
special attention to the tasks of 
the level you want to certify and 

where you start to make 
mistakes.



Situation 4

In two tests you 
have a higher / 
lower level than 
the other two.

Situation 5

In two tests you 
have a higher / 
lower level than 
the other two.

How to start the SIELE training?

Situation 3 SIELE training time

SIELE training time

Less SIELE training time

In three tests you 
have a lower 
level than the 

other one.

General Spanish course



How to prepare the level I want?

Learn to manage the time in each test and in each task. 

SIELE demo Respect the 
time for each 

test.
and

Take note of the 
time each task 
takes to you.

You will know your general level and the level you have in each test.



How to prepare the level I want?

After the demo:

• Have I completed all the tasks in the test successfully?
• What tasks have I been unable to complete?
• In what task do I start to make a lot of mistakes?
• Is the last task I have successfully completed at the level I want to certify?

Reflect on each test.

• Determine your level of Spanish and establish the level you want to certify.



How to prepare the level I want?

If you are in 
situation 4 or 5

You have to focus on the tasks you need to improve to have the 
level you want in that test.

If you want to certify A2 or B1, spend more time on the tasks at these levels. There is no point 
wasting time on C1 tasks because you don't have that language level.

If you want to certify B2 or C1, of course, you must do the previous tasks, but you must spend 
more time on the last tasks.

As in the demo you took note of the time that each task took, it is time to "play" with the 
minutes and distribute them, according to your need.

After the demo and reflection:



How to prepare the level I want?How to prepare the level I want?

Respond to all tasks, errors do not 
subtract points.



How to prepare the level I want?

Reflection on time and specific task(s) to improve:

Redistribute the minutes: give more time to the tasks of the level you want to certify.

Reflect on the difficulties you have had in the task(s) and look for the solution.



How to prepare the level I want?

Difficulties in the reading comprehension task(s):

• The vocabulary in the text and in the 
questions is difficult and I don't 
understand the words.

• Grammar in is difficult and I don't know 
the grammatical structures / forms.

• Levels B2 and C1: I don't know 
anything about the subject of the text.

• Have I used reading strategies?

Vocabulary glossaries, read more
texts on the same topic, vocabulary
books at this level ...

Grammar books at this level,
grammar videos, teacher...

Read up on the topic to stay
informed, then pay attention to
vocabulary and grammar.

Use strategies.



• I don't understand the audio but in the 
transcription I do understand the 
vocabulary and grammar.

• I don't understand the audio but in the 
transcription I don't understand the 
vocabulary and grammar.

• The audio is fast and I understand 
little.

• Have I used listening strategies?

How to prepare the level I want?

Difficulties in the listening comprehension task(s):

Practice this task much more. You
need to get used to the rhythm,
speed, pronunciation and intonation.

You need to get familiar with the grammar
and vocabulary of this level and the topic
of the audio. Grammar and vocabulary
books, audios of general Spanish manuals
of that level.

Practice this task more. Watch videos or
listen to podcasts in Spanish on this topic.

Use strategies.



How to prepare the level I want?

In the writing task(s) pay attention to these mistakes:

• Failure to comply with the instructions 
of the task and not include the points 
that are mentioned.

• Not respecting the type of text and its 
characteristics.

• Write fewer words than the minimum.

• Present disorganized information. Do 
not use connectors, discursive markers 
or organizational structures.

Teacher's 
feedback

• Not taking care of spelling and
punctuation (. , ; ... ¿? ¡!)

• Grammatical and / or expressive
structures too basic. Frequent
mistakes.

• Insufficient, basic, not adequate and /
or not very varied vocabulary.



How to prepare the level I want?

In the Speaking task(s) pay attention to these mistakes:

• Failure to comply with the instructions of 
the task and not include the points that 
are mentioned.

• Not preparing well the task.

• Not respecting the type of text and its 
characteristics.

• Talk less time than stipulated in the task.

• Present disorganized information. Do not 
use connectors, discursive markers or 
organizational structures.

Teacher's 
feedback

• Too many pauses and / or too long
pauses.

• The speech is not understood. Bad
pronunciation and bad intonation.

• Grammatical and / or expressive
structures too basic. Frequent
mistakes.

• Insufficient, basic, not adequate and /
or not very varied vocabulary.



After:

How to prepare the level I want?

Redistributing 
the minutes.

Reflecting on the difficulties 
you have had in the task(s) 
and looking for the solution.

New example 
of SIELE exam 

to continue 
training.

New reflection on minutes and difficulties.



SARA BUESO ARIÑO

Muchas gracias















































































































































Listening 
comprehension test

Sara Bueso Ariño

Modern Languages Centre



Index
1.General Introduction of the test.

2. Introduction of each task.

• Brief description
• Technical performance

• Topics

• Particularities
• Specific contents

• Strategies



General introduction of the test. 
• 55 minutes.

• 6 tasks.

Task 1: level A1, 5 itmes.

Task 2: level A2, 5 itmes.

Task 3: level B1, 8 itmes.

Task 4: level B2, 8 itmes.

Task 5: level B2-C1, 6 itmes.

38 items.

Task 6: level C1, 6 itmes.



General introduction of the test. 
• Before you start, read the test instructions: there is no time left.

• Get familiar with the 
instructions tasks. almost the same in all SIELE exams.

• Monologue/ Conversation content

• Participants



General introduction of the test. 
• In each task you will listen to the instructions.

• Start reading the sentences and your options.

• At the end of each task you will hear:

La tarea ha terminado.

Ahora vas a pasar a la siguiente tarea.



General introduction of the test. 
• Before starting the test you have to do the sound test.

• If it doesn't work,

notify the support staff



• Short dialogue: man and woman

Tasks introduction: Task 1
• Complete 5 sentences. There are 15

options to choose 5.

• 5 senteces and 15 options: same screen.

1st time

10 seconds

2nd time

Complete some answers.

30 seconds Complete all answers.

30 seconds
To read the sentences and the 

options.



• Dialogue topics

Tasks introduction: Task 1
• People (family, friends, coworkers or studies),

• places (of origin, residence, travel, home, place of study or work),

• belongings, 

• activities of daily routine, 

• food and drink, 

• free time activities.

• Particularities:

• The options are a word or a group of words.

• For each sentence there are three very similar options, 

but only one is correct.



• Specific contents

Tasks introduction: Task 1
• Present tense (regular and irregular verbs),

• haber, gustar,

• poder/pensar/querer/ + infinitivo,

• basic linkers: y, también,

• vocabulary of the topics.

• Strategies:
1st: Read the 5 sentences.

2nd: Read the 15 options.



• 5 monologues and 5 questions with 3 answer options to choose one.

Tasks introduction: Task 2

• 5 senteces and 3 options: same screen.



Tasks introduction: Task 2

30 seconds To complete or review.

30 seconds To read the sentences and the options.

• You will listen each monologue twice + 5 second pause between each listen.

10 seconds To answer the question.

• After the five monologues:



• Monologues topics

Tasks introduction: Task 2
• Trips (transport and destinations), 

• free time and entertainment, 

• shows and exhibitions (schedules, exhibition themes), 

• music (schedules and concert tours), 

• cinema and theater, 

• etc.

• Particularities:

• 2 options about general information and 3 about specific 

information.

• For each sentence there are three very similar options, 

but only one is correct.

Announcements, notices, news.



• Specific contents

Tasks introduction: Task 2
• Simple sentences in present and past tenses.

• Vocabulary of the topics.

• Strategies: Read the questions and the options.



• 8 monologues to relate them to 8 of the 11 sentences.

Tasks introduction: Task 3

• 11 sentences and the 8 people: same screen.



Tasks introduction: Task 3

30 seconds To complete or review.

30 seconds To read the 11 sentences.

• You will listen each monologue twice + 5 seconds pause between each listen.

10 seconds To answer the question.

• After the five monologues:



• Monologues topics

Tasks introduction: Task 3
• Personal relationships, 

• services, 

• housing, 

• meteorological, sports and cultural information, 

• society, 

• travel, 

• science and technology, 

• geography and nature.



• Specific contents

Tasks introduction: Task 3
• Past experiences (past tenses), 

• simple connectors (pero, porque, aunque...),

• all kinds of pronouns, 

• relative clauses.

• Vocabulary of the topics.

• Strategies: Read the 11 sentences.



• An interview (man and woman) with 8 questions or sentences and 3 answer options for each one.

Tasks introduction: Task 4

• 8 questions and their 3 answer options: same screen.



Tasks introduction: Task 4

30 seconds To complete or review.

45 seconds To read the 8 sentences or questions and their answer options. 

• You will listen to the interview for the first time.

10 seconds To answer any question.

• You will listen to the interview for the second time.



• Monologues topics:

Tasks introduction: Task 4
• Services, 

• housing, 

• industry and economy, 

• politics and society, 

• travels and accomodation, 

• science and technology, 

• geography and nature,

• free time and work.



• Specific contents

Tasks introduction: Task 4
• Relatively complex language level.

• Business or professional experiences of the 

previous topics.

• Strategies:
• Read the 8 sentences or questions and their options.

• Each question / sentence is likely to correspond to a different 

answer from the interviewee.



• Listen to 6 extracts of a monologue and for

each extract choose one of the 3 options.

Tasks introduction: Task 5

• All the options: same screen.



Tasks introduction: Task 5

30 seconds To complete or review.

45 seconds To read the all answer options. 

• You will listen extract by extract for the first time + 5 seconds between extracts. 

10 seconds To answer any question.

• You will listen extract by extract for the second time + 5 seconds between extracts.



• Argumentation and presentation of specialized topics.

Tasks introduction: Task 5

• Strategies:
• Read all the options.

• Identify: main and/or secondary ideas.



• Listen to a monologue and choose 6 ideas

expressed in the audio, from 12 options.

Tasks introduction: Task 6

• All the options: same screen.



Tasks introduction: Task 6

30 seconds To complete or review.

50 seconds To read the all answer options. 

• You will listen the monologue for the first time. 

10 seconds To answer any question.

• You will listen the monologue for the second time.



• Argumentation and presentation of specialized topics.

Tasks introduction: Task 6

• Strategies:
• Read all the options.

• Identify: main and/or secondary ideas.



¡Muchas gracias!

Sara Bueso Ariño



S a r a  B u e s o  Ariño

Modern Languages Centre



• Brief description

• Technical performance

• Particularities

• Text type(s)

• Specific contents

• Strategies



• 60 minutes.

• 5 tasks.

Task 1: level A1, 5 itmes.

Task 2: level A2, 5 itmes.

Task 3: level B1, 8 itmes.

Task 4: level B2, 8 itmes.

Task 5: level C1, 12 itmes.

38 items.



• Before you start, read the test instructions: there is no time left.

• Get familiar with the 
instructions tasks. almost the same in all SIELE exams.

• Type of text.

• Sender.

• Recipient.



• 5 short texts 5 questions with 3 answer options to choose one.

• Each text with its question and its 3 options: same screen.

Move back and forth 
between the texts.



• Text types: 

News

Calls

Advertisements

Blogs and internet forums

short articles in magazines and newspapers

Notes or presonal messages

• Grammatical contents: Regular/Irregular present tense, haber, gustar...

• Lexical contents: Cultural activities, leisure, shopping, use of 
services, etc.

Work on the specific vocabulary of these topics.



• Strategies:

1st: Read the question and the possible options.

2nd: Read the text.

3rd: Find and mark the answer.



• 1 text. 5 questions with 3 answer options to choose one.

• Text + 5 questions and its 3 options: 
same screen.

Move on to the next task when you have 

finished this one. YOU CANNOT BACK UP.



• Text types: email or letter to:
Request information.

Make a reservation.

Make a request for clarification in relation to:

• Schedules,

• deadlines,

• payment methods,

• etc.

• Particularitites:

2 general questions.

3 specific questions.



• Thematic contents: 

• Daily life (travels).

• Personal and social relationships (introductions, thanks, 

excuses, invitations, experiences).

• Transactions and services (request information, reserve, 

confirm, request clarification on deadlines, schedules, 

etc.).

Work on the specific grammar and vocabulary of these topics.

Pay attention to the past tenses.



• Strategies:

1st: Read the questions and the possible options.

2nd: Read the text.

3rd: Find and mark the answers.



• 3 texts to match with 8 questions or sentences.

• 3 texts + 8 questions or sentences: 
same screen.

Move on to the next task when you have 

finished this one. YOU CANNOT BACK UP.



• Text types:

Anecdotes,

travel guidebooks,

experiences,

news,

newspapers,

biographies,

job offers,

etc.

• Particularitites:

The information of each item is in one of the texts.

The other 2 texts mention some aspect related to that 
information.



• Thematic contents: 

• Personal relations,

• services, housing, 

• industry and economy

• society,

• travel, transportation and accommodation.

Work on the specific vocabulary of these topics.

Pay attention to:
• Past tenses (specially Pretérito Pluscuamplerfecto).

• Pronouns (Pronombres).

• Relative clauses (Oraciones de relativo).



• Strategies:

1st: Read the sentences or the questions.

2nd: Read the texts.

3rd: Find and mark the answers.



• 2 texts with 4 gaps to complete. • In each text, for each gap a drop-down 
with the same 5 answer options.



Move on to the next TEXT when you have finished 

the FIRST one. YOU CANNOT BACK UP.

• Choose an extract for each gap. • There is an extract that you don't need it.

• If you want to change an option, you must deselect both options.



• Text types:
Opinion articles,

news,

letters to the editor,

travel guides.

• Particularitites:

The distracting extract is very similar to the other four

extract, but it does not respect the coherence and cohesion

of the speech.

Capture the structure of the text, the progression of ideas

and the relationship between its parts.



• Thematic contents: 

• Services, 
• housing, 
• economy and industry, 
• politics and society, 
• travel, 

Work on the specific vocabulary of these topics.

• Referents of personal, possessive or 

demonstrative pronouns.

• Discourse connectors and markers.
Pay attention to:

• work, 
• science and technology, 
• geography, flora and fauna, 
• free time and entertainment.

Indicate relationship 
between parts and 

sentences in the text.



• Strategies:

1st: Read the text.

2nd: Read the extracts.

3rd: Choose the answers.



• One text with 12 gaps to complete. • For each gap a drop-down with 3 answer options.

Move on to the next TEST when you have finished this task. YOU CANNOT BACK UP.



• Text types:
Magazines, 

textbooks, 

specialized newspapers

• Particularitites:

The distracting options are clearly incorrect, but they are

very similar to the right one.

2 items - level B2 + 10 items - level C1.

4 grammar items

4 vocabulary items

4 likers/discursive markers

Expository, narrative, descriptive or 

agumentative nature.



• Thematic contents: 

• Economy and industry, 
• langugue and literature
• science and technology,
• geography and nature. 

Read texts about these scientific topics.

• Verbs with preposition.

• Uses of "lo" and "lo que".

• Certain uses of the subjunctive.

• Unusual discursive linkers and markers.

Pay attention to:

To get familiar with the 
specific vocabulary



• Strategies:
1st: Read the text.

2nd: Choose the option for each gap.




