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4% 1 287.155 1 347.074 1 274.435 0.859 0.118 <0.001 16/18/44/22
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The Status Quo and Types of Kindergarten-Family-Community Partnership

and Their Associations with Child Development in China
XI Chunyuan, REN Lixin

(Faculty of Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062 China;

ECNU Branch, Collaborative Innovation Center of Assessment toward Basic Education
Quality, Shanghai 200062 China )

Abstract: The kindergarten-family-community partnership constitutes an important part of kindergarten
process education and is closely related to early child development. This study involved 100 kindergartens
and 1736 preschoolers recruited from five provinces in mainland China. The quality of kindergarten-family-
community partnership was assessed using a subscale from the Path Towards Excellence—Chinese
Kindergarten Education Quality Rating Standards. Three child developmental assessment tools were used to
measure child development on language, math and socio-emotion. The results showed that kindergartens
performed better in the dimensions of “family-kindergarten communication” and “family-kindergarten
cooperation” while less well in the dimensions of “overall management” and “community engagement”.
According to the kindergartens’ performance on each dimension, they could be classified into four types:
“low-level quality”, “family-focused”, “high-level quality” and “moderate quality”. Children in “high-level
quality” and “family-focused” kindergartens developed significantly better than those in “low-level quality”
and “moderate quality” ones. Kindergartens should further strengthen their communication and cooperation
with families as well as enhance their capabilities in overall management and community engagement.

Key words: kindergarten-family-community partnership, overall management, family-kindergarten

communication, family-kindergarten cooperation, community engagement



